Medulloblastoma with melanotic differentiation: case report and review of the literature.
Medulloblastoma with melanotic differentiation, a rare variant of medulloblastoma, often carries a poor prognosis. We present such a case of a 4 year male with this rare, aggressive tumor. Additionally, we have reviewed the literature and report on the features important in the pathologic and radiologic diagnosis in this type of tumor, as well as review clinical outcomes. This subtype of medulloblastoma occurs more frequently in males, at a younger median age than the other subtypes of medulloblastoma. The prognosis is generally very poor. However, it is important to note, that a subset of patients with M0 disease who can achieve a gross total resection followed by radiation and platinum based chemotherapy can become long term survivors of this aggressive subtype of medulloblastoma.